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2nd conditional introduction and practice  
 
 
The first conditional is used to talk about something that will probably happen 
depending on a certain condition. The second conditional, which is sometimes 
called the present conditional, is typically used to talk about situations that are 
hypothetical and probably not going to happen in either the present or the future. It is 
made of two clauses as follows: 
 
If + subject + simple past / subject + would /could + verb infinitive 
 
For this exercise, model the concept of a conclusion that elicits the 2nd conditional: 
 
He’s fat because he eats too much - therefore - If he didn’t eat so much, he 
wouldn’t be so fat. 
 
Begin by eliciting questions from students before prompting students to ask peer 
questions:  
 
 
1. Ask me if I would buy a new house if I won the lottery. 
2. Ask me if I would laugh if you told me a good joke. 
3. Ask me if I would congratulate you if your English improved a lot. 
4. Ask me if I would drive to work if I lived far from my job. 
5. Ask me if I would be angry if you answered your phone in class. 
6. Ask me if I would be happy if it rained every day. Now ask… 
7. Ask me if I would travel the world if I won a million pounds. Now ask… 
8. Ask me if I would cry if I really hurt myself. Now ask… 
9. Ask me if I would run away if I saw a bear in the forest. Now ask… 
10. Ask me if I would swim every week if had my own swimming pool. Now ask… 
11. Ask me if I would go to the doctor if I were sick. Now ask… 
12. Ask me if I would take medicine if my doctor told me to. Now ask… 
13. Ask me if I would call the police if someone burgled my house. Now ask… 
14. Ask me if I would lend you money if you asked me. Now ask… 
15. Ask me if I would wear a suit if I worked in an office. Now ask… 
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2nd Conditional with ‘were’ 
 
1. If you were rich, would you stop working? 
2. Would I notice if you were lying? 
3. If had more money, would you share it? 
4. If your food weren’t so salty, would you eat it? 
5. If it were built of brick, would it fall down? 
6. If it were sweeter, would it be nicer? 
7. If I were a coach, would I make you do push-ups? 
8. If I were fed up, would I be smiling? 
9. If John were sensible, would he accept the job? (vs. sensitive) 
10. If she were less clumsy, would she drop things? 
11. If there were some people here, would you talk to them? 
12. If there were time, would we go over your weak points? 
13. If he weren’t so fat, would the suit fit him? 
14. If I were pretending I didn’t understand you, would you realize? 
15. If it were raining, would you go outside? 
 
 
Conditional conclusions to elicit a 2nd conditional response: 
 
Elicit a second conditional sentence as a conclusion to each of the following 
statements. 
   
1. The swimming pool is closed because it is winter – If it wasn’t winter, the 

swimming pool wouldn’t be closed. 
2. I teach you English because it is my job – I wouldn’t teach you English if it 

wasn’t my job. 
3. I get paid because I work – If I didn’t work, I wouldn’t get paid. 
4. He does the job because it pays well. 
5. I wear a coat in winter because it is cold. 
6. I feel good because I am healthy. 
7. Eggs break easily because they’re so fragile. 
8. He often goes London because he has friends and family there. 
9. I buy my wife expensive gifts because I love her very much. 
10. I never vote because I don’t believe in politicians. 
11. I am always tired because I work too much. 
12. I always carry an umbrella in Manchester because it rains a lot. 
13. Banks loan money because they profit from the interest.  
14. Her breath smells bad because she smokes a lot of cigarettes. 
15. She smokes because she is addicted to cigarettes.   
 


