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Modal verbs: must, mustn’t, have to, don’t have to 
 
This fluency exercise helps students practice using the correct modal verbs for 
necessity, obligation and rules. Concept check meanings with students before 
starting, highlighting ‘must’ as an alternative use of ‘have to’ when talking about 
personal obligation.  
 
1: “Do you have to work to earn money?”  
 “Yes, I have to work to earn money.” (necessity) 
2: “Do you have to go to meetings?” 
  “Yes, I have to go to meetings?” (obligation of authority/rule) 
3: “Do you have to visit your parents every Christmas?”  
 “No, I don’t have to, but I like to.” (not necessary - personal choice) 
4: “Do you have to have a holiday every year?” 
 “Yes, I must have a holiday every year.” (must - personal obligation) 
5: “What must you have to enter another country?” 
 “You must have a passport/ID card.” (rule)  
 
1. You want to stay healthy… (keep fit, eat good food, etc) 
2. You want to stay out of prison… (break the law) 
3. You want to get good exam results… (study hard) 
4. You want to get fitter… (go to the gym) 
5. You want to lose weight. (eat less, go on a diet) 
6. You want to be successful… (work hard, get qualifications, be lucky) 
7. You want to improve your English… (practice more, do my homework) 
8. What mustn’t you do when you have been drinking alcohol? (drive, make 

phone calls, swim, etc) 
9. What mustn’t you forget when you are leaving the country? (your passport) 
10. What mustn’t you do at work? (wear jeans, eat at your desk, etc.) 
11. What mustn’t you do in a library? (make a lot of noise) 
12. What mustn’t you do in an exam? (cheat) 
13. What mustn’t you do when there is a red flag on the beach? (swim in the sea) 
14. What mustn’t you do in a restaurant? (bring your own food, smoke) 
15. What must you do with your litter in a public park? (put it in a bin) 
16. What mustn’t you let children do? (swear, lie, have underage sex) 
17. What must you do if you see a crime? (report it to the police) 
18. What mustn’t you do when driving? (use your mobile phone, speed, etc) 
19. What must you do if there is a fire in your building? (leave by the fire exit, 

sound the alarm) 
20. What mustn’t you do if there is a fire in your building? (use the elevator) 


