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Simple past vs present perfect with ‘what about…’ 
 
This fluency exercise introduces students to the difference between past simple 
(actions that have ended) and present perfect (period of time not ended). Students 
respond to each question in the past simple, then in the present perfect form. 
 

1. How many times did you go scuba 
diving last year? 

I didn’t go scuba diving last year. 

2. What about this year? I haven’t gone scuba diving this year. 
3. How often did you see lightning 

last month? 
I didn’t see any lightning last month? 

4. What about this month? I haven’t seen lightning this month? 
5. How many times did you run 20 

kilometres last month? 
I didn’t run 20 kilometres last month? 

6. What about his month? I haven’t done a 20 kilometre run this year? 
7. How many holidays did you go on 

last year? 
I went on X / didn’t go on any holidays 
last year. 

8. What about this year? I haven’t / have gone on any holidays this 
year 

9. How many times did you sing at a 
karaoke club last week? 

I didn’t sing at a karaoke club last week?  

10. What about this week? I haven’t sung at a karaoke club this week. 
11. How many car crashes did you 

have last year? 
I didn’t have any car crashes last year. 

12. What about this year? I haven’t had any car crashes this year. 
13. How many times did you withdraw 

€10,000 from the bank last month? 
I didn’t withdraw €10,000 from the bank 
last month. 

14. What about this month? I haven’t withdrawn €10,000 from the bank 
this month. 

15. How many music festivals did you 
dance at last year? 

I danced at X music festivals / didn’t 
dance at any music festivals last year. 

16. What about this year? I haven’t danced at any music festivals this 
year. 

17. How many times did go fishing in 
the sea last month? 

I didn’t go fishing in the sea last month? 

18. What about this month? I haven’t gone fishing this month. 
19. How many houses did you burn 

down last year?  
I didn’t burn down any houses down last 
year? 

20. What about this year? I haven’t burnt down any houses down this 
year. 

21. How many books did you write 
last year? 

I didn’t write any books last year? 

22. What about this year? I haven’t written any books this year. 
23. How many triathlons did you win 

last year?  
I didn’t win any triathlons this year? 

24. What about this year? I haven’t won any triathlons this year. 
25. How many houses did you sell last 

month? 
I didn’t sell any houses last month? 

26. What about this week? I haven’t sold any houses this week? 
 

 


