Intermediate

Talking about the past with used to + infinitive
When we use used to + infinitive, we are referring to a regular activity, habit, state
or situation from the past that is no longer the same; it has finished to be. You only
use used to + infinitive for the past, there is no present or future form, for example:
When I was child, I used to play chess.
Spain never used to be a member of the EU.
I didn’t used to speak two languages.
Begin this exercise with questions to elicit the form, then ask students to rephrase
the sentences.
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Did you used to live in the USA?
Did your parents used to take you to school?
Did you used to speak better English?
Do you think television used to be better than it is now?
Did horror films used to scare you?
My sister was a teacher.
My friend played professional football.
A few years ago, I ran my own business.
The Moors ruled Spain in the 6th century.
The Philippines was once a Spanish colony.
The Queen of England had a German surname.
Ukraine was once part of the Soviet Union.
Hawaii wasn’t always an American state.
Amsterdam wasn’t so expensive before the euro.
Hugo Boss designed the uniforms for the Nazis during the war.
Before the Balkan War, Serbia and Croatia were part of Yugoslavia.
In 1987, Mike Tyson was the heavyweight boxing champion of the world.
Rafa Nadal was once the best tennis player in the world.
Manchester United were once the best football team in England.
Do you think people were politer when you were younger?
The traffic here wasn’t so bad a few years ago, now it is terrible.
Before industrial fishing started, there were more whales in the sea.
England had much better weather in the 70’s.
Before the euro, all the countries in Europe had different currencies.
Before 1992, Spain and Portugal were not part of the EU.
Before the 20th century, women were not able to vote in Europe.
Millions of years ago, dinosaurs lived all over the world.
In the 80’s, there wasn’t so much sex and violence on the television.
Before the year 2000, there weren’t so many billionaires in the world.
Before the global recession, many people in the EU earned a decent salary.
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