Intermediate

Subordinate conjunctions: because vs because of (reason)
Both ‘because’ and ‘because of’ are subordinate conjunction forms, but the
grammatical structure changes depending on whether they are followed by a verb
phrase or a noun phrase, for example:
T: I couldn’t come because I was working. Why couldn’t I come?
S1: You couldn’t come because you were working.” (verb phrase)
S2: You couldn’t come because of work.” (gerund/noun phrase)
Read the sentences and illicit the alternative version from students. Note that the
verb/noun phrase structure may need to change depending on which version of the
conjunction is used.
1. They couldn’t get to the other side of the forest because of the river.
2. She couldn’t go to work because she was sick.
3. I made a mistake because I misunderstood you.
4. The football match was cancelled because of the snow.
5. They couldn’t meet because of their schedules.
6. The train was late because there were mechanical problems.
7. There was tension at home because of problems with money.
8. He punished his daughter because she misbehaved.
9. We postpone the trip because of the bad weather.
10. The train was packed because it was rush hour.
11. There was a lot of pollution because of the traffic congestion.
12. She was scared of him because he had a bad temper.
13. My boss was late because there was his train was delayed.
14. I was late for my appointment because I got stuck in traffic.
15. He got a promotion because he was the boss’ nephew.
16. The plane couldn’t take off because of the dangerous weather conditions.
17. My uncle became ill because of his unhealthy lifestyle.
18. My brother was successful because he worked hard.
19. He received a bonus because he had the best sales.
20. She didn’t feel well because she was pregnant.
21. He gave away all his money because he was generous.
22. She was fired because of her bad attitude.
23. My nephew learnt English very quickly because he was motivated.
24. He won the contest because he was confident.
25. The girl didn’t go into the sea because she was scared of sharks.
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