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To be worth 
 
The worth of something is typically counted in a monetary value. However, when we 
ask the question; “Is it worth it?”; the value is not always a question of monetary 
cost, but intrinsic value. Students develop and understanding of this during the 
following exercise as they respond to each of the questions. Begin the exercise with 
questions relating to money and value, for example: 
 

T: Silver is worth more than gold, true or false? 
S: False, gold is worth more than silver.  
 

Continue with the following statements.   
 
1. Diamonds are worth more than gold. True or false? 
2. Gold is worth more than platinum. True or false? 
3. The pound is worth more than the dollar. True or false? 
4. A Ferrari is worth more than a Porsche. True or false? 
5. A new Mercedes is worth more than a vintage Mercedes. True or false? 
6. Freedom is worth fighting for.  
7. Beauty is worth suffering for. 
8. Gaining success is worth losing friends. 
9. A good education is worth the effort. 
10. Learning English is worth the effort. 
11. Good health is worth more than great wealth. 
12. It’s worth lying to avoid upsetting someone. 
13. It’s worth lying to avoid getting into trouble. 
14. Integrity is worth more than success. 
15. A hard worker is worth more than an efficient worker. 
16. Enjoying a job is worth more than getting paid well. 
17. A job that’s worth doing is a job that’s worth doing well. 
18. If you are a ruler, fear is worth more than respect. 
19. Being the boss is worth the responsibility. 
20. Having ability is worth more than having luck. 
21. Experience is worth more to an employer than qualifications. 
22. One percent of something is worth more than a hundred percent of nothing. 
23. Partners you can trust are worth more than partners with good contacts. 
24. Making wealth is worth damaging the environment. 
25. A life full of success is worth more than a life full of happiness. 


