
          Upper Intermediate 
 
 

Do vs Make 
 
The verbs to do and to make are similar but not totally interchangeable. You can 
‘do someone a favour’ or ‘do a good job’ but you can’t make the same. 
Likewise, you can ‘make a cake’ or ‘make a cup of tea’, but you can’t do the 
same. Generally speaking, when you make something, you manufacture or 
produce something and there is a final outcome. Even if you make an 
appointment, the end result is that you have created something, you have 
produced a final product, even if it is just the confirmation of the appointment. 
 
Go through the list with the students and ask them to restate correctly. Do you 
do… or make… 

 
 
1. Do the washing up 
2. a favour 
3. a good deed 
4. business 
5. the/some shopping 
6. homework 
7. the laundry 
8. research 
9. a job 
10. karate 
11. yoga 
12. a marathon 
13. your very best 
14. [some] damage 
15. [some] exercise 
16. nothing (both) 
17. an exam 
18. [some] training 
19. well 
20. yourself an injury 
21. a lot of good work 
22. a test 
23. an investigation 
24. a crime 
25. a presentation 
26. charity work 
27. a degree 
28. time in prison 
29. a review 
30. an evaluation (both) 

1. Make a cup of tea. 
2. friends 
3. the dinner 
4. the bed 
5. a decision 
6. an effort 
7. an excuse 
8. a reservation 
9. an appointment 
10. a speech 
11. a statement 
12. peace 
13. arrangements 
14. [some] plans 
15. a choice 
16. a list 
17. a fortune 
18. an announcement 
19. something (both) 
20. a noise 
21. a living 
22. a change 
23. a discovery 
24. a big impression 
25. a big mistake 
26. a phone call 
27. a promise 
28. a commitment 
29. a point 
30. a living 


