The Language of Lying - Noah Zandan
Target language & lesson focus B2+
Listening for detail and understanding; using questions to elicit information.
Aims & Objectives:
You will watch a video about lying and practice listening for detail and understanding.
You will answer questions about the video and discuss the content of the film.
You will create fictional information and try to convince others that it’s true.
You will be able to use questioning to elicit information.
1. Starter Questions:
• Ask the students which of them tell lies.
• Ask those who admit to being liars why they think they are liars.
• Challenge those that who deny telling lies – would, you lie to get out of trouble for
instance.
• Ask students how many lies they think they hear in one day. The answer
(according the video) is about 10 to 200.
• Ask students if they think telling lies is ever good.
2. Video listening exercise:
Tell students that they are going to watch a video about lying. Give the students the
exercise sheet and tell them to read questions 1-10. The questions are in
chronological order so students should be aware of what they are listening out for.
Play video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H0-WkpmTPrM
4. Review answers:
Go through the answers the students give, eliciting the reasons for giving those
answers. Do not give the students the answers at this stage.
5. Second listening:
Play the video a second time and instruct the students to review their answers. Next,
the answers to the questions. Ask students if they found the exercise easier the
second time around and why.
Answers Exercise 1: 1-C, 2-A, 3-A, 4-B, 5-B, 6-C, 7-A, 8-C, 9-B, 10-A
6. Discussion questions:
•
•
•

What things in the video surprised you?
What things in the video do you disagree with?
What other comments do you have about the contents of the video?

7. Post viewing exercises:
Depending on the size of your classroom group, there are two fun exercises that you
can which elicit question forms and solicit authentic speaking from the students:
A) Two truths, one lie
This exercise is suitable if you have a 1-to-1 class or less than 6 students. Each
student in your group thinks of an interesting fact about themselves. They then tell
two truths and one lie. The rest of the group then have to figure out which statement
is the truth. They can spend a little time asking the students a couple of questions
about each of their statements, but not too long. The idea is to try to judge how
convincing the student was when they were delivering their lies!
B) The same truth
This exercise is for groups of 6 or more. Ideally, students are separated into groups
of three. The students go away and between them decide upon one interesting
anecdote that is true for only one of the students. This student tells their anecdote to
the other people in their group. The other two students then put their own personal
slant on the story to personalise it. They then each give the rest of the classroom
group a personal retelling of this story to make it sound like their own. The rest of the
larger group then have to decide who is telling the truth. They can ask the
storytellers questions (it is a good idea to limit the amount of questions; three
perhaps).
8. Lesson review – what have you learnt today?

Glossary:
• to let [sth.] slip by (v.) to allow a comment, mistake or some other – usually
negative - action happen without drawing attention to it.
• to paint a picture of (v.) to create a false image or impression.
• long-winded (adj.) unnecessarily lengthy and complicated.
• a tell-tale sign (n.) a signal; a warning.
• to lose yourself in [sth.] (v.) to become completely involved in an activity, or
event, typically to the point where your judgment is obscured.
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Exercise 1: Choose one of the answers from A, B, C.
These questions are in linear order. Read the questions first so that when you hear
the audio you know what to listen for.
1)

Which one of the following statements is true?
A) Torturing people will make them tell the truth.
B) An infra-red brain scanner can accurately detect when someone is lying.
C) There are no machines that can reliably detect lies.

2)

What is the name of the more direct approach to detecting lies?
A) Communications science.
B) Psychology.
C) Body language.

3)

Psychologically, we tell lies…
A) …to make ourselves seem like better people.
B) …to protect ourselves from being hurt.
C) …to avoid accepting our true nature.

4)

What does linguistic text analysis do?
A) Examines how people lie in different languages.
B) Examines the patterns of language used by people.
C) Examines the different between written language and spoken language.

5)

Why do people often speak in the third person when they are lying?
A) Because lying is complicated and liars get confused.
B) Because psychologically they don’t want to be associated to their lies.
C) Because they people to believe that they didn’t do anything wrong.

6)

Why do liars make negative statements?
A) Because liars are negative people.
B) Because negative statements are more convincing.
C) Because they often feel bad about telling lies.
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7)

Which one of the following statements is not true?
A) Liars like to tell complex stories.
B) Liars usually make their stories simple when they are lying.
C) Liars overcomplicate sentences when they are lying.

8)

What was the difference between how Lance Armstrong spoke when he
was lying compared to when he was telling the truth?
A) He couldn’t handle the interview when he was lying.
B) He told a confusing story when he was lying.
C) He used a lot more personal pronouns when he was telling the truth.

9)

When former Senator John Edwards told the truth…
A) …he didn’t use negative language.
B) …he made a simple, clear statement.
C) ...he referred to himself more often.

10) Most of the lies we hear each day…
A) …won’t cause us any serious problems.
B) …will come from our friends.
C) …will make us have terrible relationships.

Glossary:
• to let [sth.] slip by (v.) to allow a comment, mistake or some other – usually
negative - action happen without drawing attention to it.
• to paint a picture of (v.) to create a false image or impression.
• long-winded (adj.) unnecessarily lengthy and complicated.
• a tell-tale sign (n.) a signal; a warning.
• to lose yourself in [sth.] (v.) to become completely involved in an activity, or
event, typically to the point where your judgment is obscured.

* These questions are based on typical English exam questions.
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