Upper Intermediate

The Passive Tense - review
This simple fluency exercise is a review of the passive tense. The passive tense is
used when we don’t know who the actor is or you want to avoid identifying the actor.
In passive tense structures the object becomes the subject, the verb ‘to be’ is
inserted into the sentence structure and the main verb becomes past
tense/participle. Sometimes, we need to use a by clause if the additional information
is needed, for example: “The Sistine Chapel was painted in the 16th century [by
Michelangelo].
Students convert the sentences to passive or active tense using a by clause if
appropriate.
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A thief stole my bike - My bike was stolen.
Barcelona beat Chelsea in the final - Chelsea were beaten in the final.
Somebody told us what to do - We were told what to do.
Somebody told us that we couldn’t smoke outside the building - We were told
that we couldn’t smoke the building.
The client from Australia told me that my English was very good - I was told
that my English was very good.
The company made us take English classes.
The company rejected your job application.
The police arrested the protestors.
The hotel upgraded our room.
The teacher told the students to wait outside.
The teacher gave the students extra homework.
Someone baked her a birthday cake.
The newspapers printed a story about the famous couple.
I felt like my boss was exploiting me.
The shark attacked the surfers.

Passive to active questions - the by clause.
1.
When were you hired by this company?
2.
Were you seen by the doctor last week?
3.
Were you misunderstood by your parents when you were a teenager?
4.
Were you given a pay rise by your company last year?
5.
Were the travel expenses for your trip paid for by your company?
6.
When were your teeth fixed by the dentist?
7.
When was your money stolen by your flatmate?
8.
Was a magazine article written about you by someone last month?
9.
Were you read bedtime stories by your parents when you were a child?
10. When were you taken on a date by my friend?
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